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A retreat for Baby Boomers

With its assortment of luxurious private communities across the United States and the Caribbean, Ginn Clubs & Resorts is appealing to Baby Boomers who are searching for vacation homes or investment properties.  
Orlando – In a region where families from around the world flock to experience a magic kingdom of amusement parks, Bill and Carolyn Beaudin found their dream home amid a community that features the amenities of a first-class resort and the ambience of small-town USA. This is what attracted them to Reunion Resort & Club of Orlando, a Ginn Clubs & Resorts development situated on 2,300 gently rolling acres in Osceola County. Of course, the soon-to-be three championship-caliber golf courses were part of the lure as well.
“When we decided to transfer our businesses to our children and slow down, we wanted to spend more time playing golf – a sport we both love,” said Carolyn Beaudin, who with her husband, Bill Beaudin, owned a 125-room hotel in Wisconsin and a fine-dining restaurant on the shore of Lake Michigan. “We live on a golf course in Green Bay (for part of the year), so we were looking for the same type of home in Florida. The golf was an important part of our decision, but we also wanted a community where was can meet couples and families from all around the world.”

The Beaudins represent the emerging trend of Baby Boomers who are reaching the peak earning years and are seeking vacation homes or investment properties. As a  Baby Boomer himself, Bobby Ginn recognized the constantly changing lifestyle and housing needs of his generation.  The innovative developer built first homes for Baby Boomers and larger homes as their families grew. Today, fueled by their affluence and attractively low interest rates, a rapidly growing number of Baby Boomers are buying second homes in resort communities, and investing in real estate rather than the stock market. Ginn Clubs & Resorts are meeting their needs. 

Founded by Ginn in 1998, Ginn Clubs & Resorts, is a private resort development and management firm that has built its reputation on creating leisure lifestyle and private club communities.  From private residential communities to resort destinations offering unparalleled ownership and vacation opportunities, Ginn Clubs & Resorts leisure lifestyle communities center on exceptional recreational amenities. By adding hospitality services and resort amenities to traditional residential-style developments, Ginn Clubs & Resorts has successfully tapped into the burgeoning second-home market and provide luxury accommodations in resort settings. 

Based in Celebration, Fla. With private luxury communities across the United States and the Caribbean, Ginn Clubs & Resorts are places to live, work, visit and invest.  In 2003, Ginn Clubs & Resorts reported real estate sales of nearly $311 million at its new Florida developments and surpassed that in 2004 by exceeding $1 billion.
Current Ginn Clubs & Resorts projects include Belvidere Club & Resort in Mt. Pleasant, S.C., which includes RiverTowne Country Club, Patriots Point Links golf course and The Cottages on Charleston Harbor; Cobblestone Park in Charleston, S.C.; 1,100-acre Hammock Beach & Yacht Harbor Village in Palm Coast, Fla.; 565-acre Conservatory at Hammock Beach; 2,300-acre Reunion Resort & Club of Orlando; 1,900-acre Bella Collina, north of Orlando; and 1,400-acre Tesoro and Tesoro Preserve in Port St. Lucie on Florida’s Treasure Coast.  The company is also developing other projects in Florida and South Carolina, including a 5,000-acre property near Naples, Fla. and two major tracts of land near downtown Charleston, S.C.  In addition, Ginn Clubs & Resorts owns and operates Mahogany Run Golf Course on the island of St. Thomas in the U.S. Virgin Islands and has plans for expansive development in the Bahamas.  The company also acquired 6,000 acres outside of Vail, Colo., as well as property in North Carolina and Vermont.

“Using our experience and vision, we’re able to see beyond what is to what could be,’’ Ginn said. “Often we find property overlooked by other developers or take over projects where others have previously failed.  But in every case, we insist upon large tracts of land in locations that are both scarce and desirable from a leisure lifestyle perspective.”

Reunion Resort & Club is a prime example of the opulence and breadth of a Ginn project. Upon completion, the community will have as many as 8,000 accommodations – including about 5,000 detached and attached single- and multi-family along with 3,000 hotel rooms ranging from a 120-room inn to a 700-room hotel and convention center, all located amid separate neighborhood villages and linked by a community-wide transportation system. When Reunion is finished, residents and guests will be treated to superb amenities such as a multi-million dollar water park and swimming pavilion; a world-class spa and fitness center; tennis courts; walking, biking and horseback riding trails; horse stables; natural and man-made lakes, and playgrounds and parks. There will also be an assortment of retail shops, restaurants and bars.
Golf is perhaps the most prominent draw at Reunion. As the morning dew glimmers on the community’s fairways, a new day of exceptional golf begins. In a region where linksters of all skill levels visit for some of the world’s finest courses, Reunion is recognized as having the greatest 36 holes of golf in central Florida. The number will increase to 54 in 2006 when the Jack Nicklaus course debuts. The two signature golf courses open now were designed by Tom Watson and Arnold Palmer. The 7,257-yard Independence Course is Watson’s first Florida creation. Palmer’s Legacy Course is 7,010 yards. Not typical in most parts of central Florida, Reunion’s hilly landscape allowed the courses to be constructed into the existing terrain which has elevation variations as high as 45 feet.

The Beaudins, Carolyn says, lived in a large home on a golf course in Orlando before deciding to buy a condominium near the swimming pool and community center in the Seven Eagles section of Reunion. The couple also purchased a lot on the Jack Nicklaus course, which is slated to open in 2006. They are not alone. Sales at Reunion have been brisk. Earlier this year, the sale of 504 luxury condominiums at The Villas at Reunion Square attracted thousands of potential buyers. In less than two hours, every available luxury condominium – varying from $625,000 to $685,000 - sold for an overall total of more than $327 million. The Villas at Reunion Square, just one example of Reunion’s residential offerings, features spacious three-bedroom condominium homes located along the Watson’s course. The luxurious homes will be a short stroll away from Reunion Square's boutique shops, restaurants and the full-service spa and fitness center. Reunion Square is also where the multi-level private water park will be located.

 

Word of mouth, Ginn says, is Reunion’s greatest marketing tool. In 2004, Ginn Clubs and Resorts recorded sales of more than $1.2 billion in home sites, condominiums and townhomes at its destination club and resort communities. This year, Ginn communities are also bustling with prospective buyers. The Beaudins prefer Ginn Clubs and Resorts because the properties are owned and maintained by the company itself, which they believe makes a tremendous difference. Bobby Ginn echoes the Beaudins’ feelings.

“Our customers benefit because we have a much longer term commitment to our companies,” he said.
The Beaudins are using their Reunion home as a full-time winter retreat and a base for their travels around Florida.

“We love the camaraderie of all the people we meet here. It’s fascinating to talk to and become friends with people from different careers and different parts of the United States and the world,” Carolyn Beaudin said. “You walk into the clubhouse, start talking and make instant friends.”
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