Kari Kimmel feature

By Jeff Louderback

Shining in her designer dress and standing amid the excitement of flashing cameras, adoring fans and Hollywood celebrities, Kari Kimmel immersed herself in the moment as co-host of the red carpet premiere for the movie Ella Enchanted. For the 23-year-old singer/songwriter who was raised in Boca Raton, the red carpet symbolized the arrival from a long journey that started at Spanish River High School, continued to Nashville, and has taken her to the center of pop music – Los Angeles.
Ella Enchanted is a fairy tale adventure starring Anne Hathaway (Princess Diaries) and Cary Elwes (The Crush, Robin Hood: Men in Tights). For Kimmel, the movie was her personal fairy tale – her first time in the national spotlight. Her song, “It’s Not Just Make Believe,” was included on the soundtrack. She also taped her first music video, which is included on the film’s DVD.  Then she co-hosted the movie’s red carpet premiere in New York City with recording artist and actor Jesse McCartney. As part of the festivities, she interviewed the film’s stars – Hathaway, Elwes and Minnie Driver among others – as they sauntered down the red carpet and into the theater. The premiere aired on ABC Family.
“I’ve been fortunate to have some memorable highlights in my career, but so far that has been the most exciting one,” Kimmel said about the Ella Enchanted experience. “It was the first time I ever shot a music video and the first time I hosted a premiere.

“It was also my first experience with having the perks of a stylist and a designer,” she said with a smile. “That is something any girl can get used to.”
Sincere and kindhearted, the beautiful and gifted Kimmel is one of the entertainment industry’s truly rare “girls next door.” Her personality and image is not the invention of a Hollywood publicity machine. She is an artist who writes her own songs and performs them not for wealth and fame, but as an outlet for her feelings.

“I write about what is on my mind and in my heart,” Kimmel said. “I don’t set out trying to record a hit. Whether they make you think about experiences you’ve had, or just put you in a good mood, the songs I write and perform are a reflection of my feelings. Nothing I do is manufactured.”
Kimmel has shown a creative passion since she was a toddler in south Florida. Seemingly, everywhere she went and everything she did revolved around music and poetry.  At the age of 3, she sang more than she talked. When she was 6,  she stapled together short books of poetry published solely for her family.

Her first public singing appearance happened at 12 when at a concert in the Boca Middle School cafeteria. Influenced by legendary singer-songwriters like Carole King and Lionel Richie, she wrote her first song a year later and then became the lead singer in a youth group band when she was 14.
After graduating from Spanish River, Kimmel departed for Nashville – a unique choice for a pop-influenced artist in the capital of country music. There, she earned a bachelor’s degree in music business at Belmont University while writing her own songs and writing for other artists. Gloria Gaynor, who is best known for the 70’s classic “I Will Survive,” Christian recording artist Joy Williams, and overseas artists such as MAX (Japan) and Samantha Moore (Australia), are among the singers who have recorded Kimmel’s music. She remained in Nashville after college, writing her own music, co-writing with other artists and performing at venues in Nashville like the renowned Blue Bird Café.

A little more than a year ago – Labor Day weekend, to be exact – Kimmel decided to make the move to LA. It was a difficult, but necessary, choice for the self-described “Florida girl” whose father died when she was a toddler and was raised by her mother, who now lives in suburban Orlando, and her grandparents, who remain in Boynton Beach.

“That was the toughest part – going so far away from my family. My grandparents are more like my parents since my dad died when I was so young, and I have a very close relationship with my mom,” Kimmel said. “Though it’s a different time zone, they are still just a plane ride away, and I get back to see them as often as I can.”

LA, Kimmel admits, is a more appropriate place for a singer and songwriter whose style indicates hints of her influences – Carole King, Sheryl Crow and Sarah McLachlan. It was in LA that Kimmel’s career headed in a new direction. Since arriving in Tinseltown, her songs have appeared in movies like White Chicks, which stars the Wayans brothers,   Ella Enchanted; television shows like “Young and the Restless, The Bold and the Beautiful, “8 Simple Rules,” “Gilmore Girls,” and MTV’s “Camp Jim.” Kimberley Locke of American Idol fame included Kimmel’s “I Could” on her hit CD, and now Kimmel’s feel-good “Taking a Ride” appears in the movie and on the soundtrack of Shall We Dance, which stars Richard Gere, Jennifer Lopez and Susan Sarandon.

Kimmel signed a publishing deal with Chrysalis as a songwriter and an artist, and she is presently working on a debut CD that the company will market to recording labels as a finished product. The industry is starting to recognize Kimmel as well. She was named one of the top 50 artists by VH1
“When I look back, it has been an amazing year for me,” Kimmel said. “I am the type of person who prefers consistency, and I don’t make changes very easily, but it was definitely worthwhile leaving Nashville and coming to LA.”
.

Her first CD, which features Kimmel behind the piano and on vocals, is a reflection of her life experiences.

 “I’m writing this record about my life,” Kimmel said. “I’ve been through the dark times, and wrote about them. Now I’m having really good times, and I’m writing about them. Whatever happens to be real to me, and whatever happens to move me, is what I want to share with the world.”
